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To M. TOWN. 


“2 'T is my fortune to be married to a lady, 
fea who is an extraordinary good houfewife, 
swe and is cried up by all the good women of 
» her acquaintance, for being the neateft body 





in ber boufe they ever knew. This, Sir, is 
my grievance: This fuperabundant Neatnefs is fo very 
troublefome and difgufting to me, that I proteft I had 
rather lodge in a carrier’s inn, or take up my abode with 
the horfes in the ftables. , 





Ir muft be confeffed, that a due regard to Neatnefs and 
Cleanlinefs is as neceffary to be obferved in our habitations 
Vor. Il. Uuu as 
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as our perfons: But though I fhould not chufe to have my 
hands begrimed like a chimney-fweeper’s, I would not, 
as among the fuperftitious Mabometans, wath them fix times 
a day: And though I fhould be loth to roll in a pig-ftye, 
yet I do not like to have my houfe rendered ufelefs to me 
under the pretence of keeping it clean. 


For my own part, I cannot fee the difference between 
having an hopfe that is always dirty, and an houfe that is 
always to be cleaned. I could very willingly compound to 
be wafhed out of my home, with other mafters of families, 
every Saturday night: But my wife is fo very notable, that 
the fame cleanfing work muft be repeated every day in the 
week, Allthe morning longI am fure to be entertained 
with the domeftic concert of fcrubbing the floors, {couring 
the irons, and beating the carpets; and I am conftantly 
hunted from room to room, while one is to be dufted, ano- 
ther dry-rubbed, another wafhed, and another run over 
with a dry mop. Thus, indeed, I may be faid to live in 
continual dirtinefs, that my houfe may be clean: For during 
thefe nice operations every apartment is ftowed with foap, 
brickduft, fand, {crubbing-bruthes, hair-brooms, rag-mops, 
and difhclouts, 


You may fuppofe, that the greateft care is taken to pre- 
vent the leaft fpeck of dirt from foiling the floors: For this 
reafon all that come to our houfe, (befides the ceremony of 
ftraping at the door,) are obliged to rub their thoes for half 
an hour on a large ragged mat at the entrance; and then 
they muft ftraddle their way along feveral leffer mats, ranged 
at due diftances from each other in the paflage, and (like 
boys at play) come into the room with a hop, a ftep, anda 

| jump. 
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jump. The like caution is ufed by all the family : I my- 
felf am fcarce allowed to ftir a ftep without flippers: my 
wife creeps on tip-toe up and down ftairs : the maid-fervants 
are continually ftumping below in clogs or pattens; and the 
footman is obliged to fneak about the houfe bare-footed, as 
if he came with a fly defign to fteal fomething. 


ArTeER what has been faid you will naturally conclude, 
that my wife muft be no lefs nice in other particulars. In- 
deed, fhe cannot conceive that any thing, which is done by 
fo neat a woman, can poflibly give offence: I have there- 
fore been in pain for her feveral times, when I have feen her, 
before company, duft the tea-cups with a foul apron or a 
wafhing-gown ; and I have more than once blushed for her, 
when through her extreme cleanlinefs fhe has not been con- 
tented without breathing into our drinking-glaffes, and after- 
wards wiping them with her pocket handkerchief. People, 
Mr. Town, who are very intimate with families, feldom 
fee them (efpecially the female part) but in difguife: and it 
will be readily allowed, that a lady wears a very different 
afpect, when fhe comes before company, than when fhe 
firft fets down to her toilette. My wife appears decent 
enough in her apparel, to thofe who vifit us in the after- 
noon: but in the morning fhe is quite another figure. Het 
ufual difhabille then is, an ordinary ftuff jacket and petticoat, 
a double clout thrown over her head and pinned under het 
chin, a black greafy bonnet, and a coarfe dowlas apron ; fo 
that you would rather take her for a chair-woman. Nor, 
indeed does fhe fcruple to ftoop to the meaneft drudgery of 
one: for fuch is her love of Cleanlinefs, that I have often 
feen her on her knees whitening an hearth, or fpreading dabs 


of vinegar and fullers earth over the boards, 
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Ir is obferved by Swift, that “a nice man is a man of 
nafty ideas :’”” In like manner we may affirm, that your very 


‘neat people are the moft flovenly on many occafions, I have 
‘told you my wife’s morning trim: but befides this, fhe has 
‘another cuftom, which creates the, greateft difguft in me. 


You muft know, Sir, that among other charms fhe prides 
herfelf vaftly in a fine fet of teeth: and fomebody has told 
her, that nothing is fo good for them as to rub them every 


‘morning with Scotch {nuff and fafting fpittle. As an huf- 


band is no ftranger, this recipe is conftantly adminiftered in 
my prefence before breakfaft ; and after this delicate appli- 
cation, her pretty mouth, (which is afterwards wiped for me 
to kifs,) in order to preferve her gums from the fcurvy, 
muft be rinced would you believe it? —— with her 
‘Own ‘water, °° 


.' I sHaxt dwell no longer on this fubject, as I fear it may 
prove furfeiting both to you and your readers: J fhall there- 
fore conclude with telling you, that this {crupulous delicacy 
of my wife in the Neatnefs of her houfe was the means of 
our lofing a very good fortune. A rich old uncle, on whom 
we had great dependance, came up to town laft fummer on 
purpofe to pay usa vifit: but though he had rode above 
fixty miles that day, he was obliged to ftand in the paflage 
till his boots were pulled off, for fear of foiling the Turkey 
carpet. After fupper the old gentleman, as was his conftant 
practice, defired to have his pipe: but this you may be fure 
could by no means be allowed, as the filthy ftench of the to- 
bacco would never be got out of the furniture again ; and 
it was with much ado, that my. wife would even fuffer him 


to go down and fmoke in the kitchen, We had no room 
to 
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lodge him in except a garret with nothing but bare walls ; 
becaufe the Chints bed-chamber was, indeed, too nice for 
a dirty country fquire. Thefe flights very much chagrined 
my good uncle: but he had not been with us above a day 
or two, before my wife and he came to an open quarrel ; 
and the occafion of it was this. It happened, that he had 
brought a favourite pointer with him, who at his firft co- 
ming was immediately locked up in the coal-hole : but the 
dog having found means to efcape, had crept flily up ftairs, 
and (befides other marks of his want of delicacy) had very 
calmly ftretched himfelf out upon a crimfon damafk fettee, 
My wife not only fentenced him to the difcipline of the 
whip, but infifted upon having the criminal hanged up after- 
wards ; when the mafter interpofing in his behalf, it pro- 
duced fuch high words between them, that my uncle or- 
dered his horfe, and fwore he would never darken our doors 
again as long as he breathed. He went home, and about 
two months after died: but as he could not forgive the ill 
treatment, which both he and his dog had met with at our 
houfe, he had altered his will, which before he had made 


entirely in our favour. 


I am, Sir, 
Your bumble Servant, 


PETER MUCKLOVE. 


Ir may not be improper, as my correfpondent has but 
flightly touched upon this topic, to add a word or two, by 
way of poftcript to his letter, on the extraordinary follici- 
tude of many notable houfewives in the care and preferva- 
tion of their furniture. In middling genteel families it is 
not uncommon to have things more for fhew than ufe: 
Vox. II. Xxx and 
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and I cannot but applaud the ingenious thought of a friend 
of mine, who has contrived to furnith his houfe in the moft 
elegant tafte at a very fmallexpence. He is pleafed, it is 
true, to eat off your common ftone ware, becaufe it looks fo 
clean; but you fee his beaufet crowded with a variety of 
curious enamelled China plates, which are ranged in fuch 
manner as to conceal the ftreaks of white paint that cement 
the broken pieces together: he likes to drink his’ porter out 
of the original ale-houfe pewter pot ; but a large filver tan- 
kard always ftands upon the fide-board, which the moft 
curious eye cannot at that diftance difcover to be French 
plate. The whole range of rooms in his middle ftory is 
moft grandly fitted up: but as it would be pity to foil fuch 
good furniture, his curtains, which we muft fuppofe to be 
made of the richeft damafk, are carefully pinned up in 
paper-bags ; and the chairs, of which the feats and backs 
are undoubtedly of the fame ftuff, are no lefs cautioufly 
fkreened with ordinary checked linnen, Thus does he an- 
{wer, by the appearance of finery, all the purpofes of pride 
and oftentation: —Like many families, who being really 
pofieffed of ornamental and ufeful furniture, make no more 
ufe of it than the beau blockhead does of his library ; 
which, though it contains many books finely bound and 
gilt, is defigned merely for fhew, and it would fpoil the 
backs or rumple the leaves to look into the contents 
of them. 
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